Konxo Church of Chicago
Monthly Service June 09, 2024

Good morning! Happy Sunday in this new week of Kami’s blessings! And thank
you very much for joining today’s service. This is our monthly service for June 2024.
I hope each one of you is in good health & excellent spirits on this beautiful early
summer morning.

On Friday, April 24 | received this email from Mr. Massimo Clause in Italy:

Dear Sensei, Thank you for your sermon.
| am sending you my first sermon which | read at the first
meeting as a gathering of Konko Faith in Italy. | translated it
quickly. Sorry if there are any mistakes. | hope you like it.
Let me know your impressions. If you think it is important you
can send it to anyone you want. Feel free to correct my
English. With a grateful heart, Masashi

Through his request, Kami had given him the

Japanese name: Masashi Kaminaka (i & 7&).

It was 2018 when he first emailed me, wishing to know about the Konko Faith. Since
then we have exchanged emails and later Line messages almost every day. He was greatly
interested in our faith and on his own studied so hard that he came to develop a strong
desire of becoming a Konko minister.

When trying to organize faith gatherings of Konkokyo he had had a hard time
because of anti-terrorism laws in Italy & Europe. So to avoid violating the law he
really needed some official recognition from Konko Hombu headquarters. He
emailed the Konkokyo International Center (KIC) several times asking them to
exchange emails with him, so they might get to know him.

He used to be a priest of the Jodo sect of Buddhism and made videos to propagate
Buddhism in Europe. His specialty is making videos. He then made a few videos
about Konkokyo, and some Europeans even contacted him to find out more about the
Konko faith. He eagerly wished to propagate this wonderful faith to Italy and beyond.
He did his best to get official recognition from Konkokyo, but received no response
from KIC. Later on, | discovered that they had their reasons for not responding.
However, Masashi continued to struggle very much and became so disappointed that
he even got sick.

At the same time, Masashi also did his best to receive official recognition as some
kind of church of Konko Faith from the Italian government, so he could avoid any
allegations of anti-terrorism. His message to me on April 24" is proof that it was
recognized by the Italian government. | sent him a congratulatory message stating
how | appreciated his efforts in accomplishing this.



I would now like to introduce the first sermon by Masashi that he used at the first
meeting of what he’s now wants to call, Otsubo Church of Konko Faith. It was given
in Italian and translated into English. He begins:

QOur beginning

Thank you all for being present here at our first meeting of
a church of Konko Faith in Italy. | am very happy for this [outcome],
and thank Kami Sama for all the problems we have had. It is
through these very problems we were able to deepen our faith.
Thus, | can say that Kami has taught us patience.

| know some of you are quite angry with KIC (Konko
International Center) for their behavior. Some of you have asked me
how | have kept faith and endured all the problems. Well, | knew |
would first have to become a minister. You feel sorry for me,
because you think KIC is to blame.

But instead, all the problems we have experienced are the
work of Kami Sama, who through the problems has shown us what
we need to change in our behavior so we could be happy people.
In this regard, | would like to tell you what Kami Sama has taught
me. For this, | am most grateful to Otsubo Sensei, founder of Airaku
Church and Takeuchi Sensei, who have taught me the core values
of Konko Faith. | am very grateful for that.

Today | want to share with you this wonderful teaching that
has the power to profoundly change our lives. | hope this will be
helpful to you and help you grow in faith.

Try to think. What is the difference between a believer and
a person who does not believe?

The big difference undoubtedly is in the way we see life and
the way we live it. The person who does not believe often does not
accept reality and will fight it. The non-believer rejects reality and
consumes his heart by trying to make this life the way he wants it,
by inventing all possible ways to ‘rig the cards’ in his favor.

The believing person accepts reality. And with every
happening tries to find the positive side, in order to turn every
event into a real opportunity for growth. The believer has faith that
what happens to him is the ideal means of understanding and
transforming those aspects of his life that prevent him from being
what he wishes.



The believer is not stressed by reality, but rather tries to live
as naturally as possible without always setting himself up against
life. Through this attitude, because there is no chastisement, he is
not stifled by stress or anything else, but everything is just an
opportunity to get to be what he truly wants to be.

The nonbeliever, on the other hand, always lives in a
constant battle against reality, which always seems to be slipping
out of his hands, and thus causing him considerable stress, which
leads him to become noticeably tired and look for any solution to
get out of this struggle to live.

When you entrust your life to Kami Sama you have to
accept reality, because it is through reality that Kami Sama shows
you the way. But what about the faith of those who do not accept
Kami Sama’s teachings? My advice is to think hard about this point
and change course — if you really want your practice to actually be
religious practice, and not just a scramble to get whatever your
own selfishness might decide is best. To those who never get
anything right and would like to change, it might seem that life
does these things to them on purpose, presenting them with the
same problems, at the same junctures over and over again; and in
reality that is just the way it is.

If you keep going through the same situations this is not
because of some kind of punishment from the universe, but on the
contrary, it is because of the compassion of the universe that urges
you to change, to reform your life, and learn to listen to life without
trying to make it about yourself all the time. If you try to think a
little bit about this attitude, you will find that it really is greatly
lacking in humility. So then, there is precisely no point in practicing.
For if you don't have trust, you don't have faith.

If you learn to accept reality you are not a weakling, but a
believer. Since life is not obligated to give you what you want, if you
learn to accept the life you are living, you can change it. If you pray
for rain, you must also expect mud. And, if you are afraid of rain,
remember that without it there would be no rainbow.

Do you understand what | am trying to tell you? Now try to
look back a little. Try to see where you went wrong. Now you have
a chance to see when and where you took the road that led you
astray. This is nobody's fault but your own. So it's time to change.
Go back to the fork in the road and take the right path, otherwise
you'll go deeper and deeper until you don't have the strength to



climb back up. Because to climb back up, takes breath; and when
always fighting one’s breath becomes thinner and thinner.

Very often we are led to think that spiritual practice is our
own ‘thing,’ but in reality our practice of faith, our way of practicing
faith, affects all aspects of our lives. The people who love us and
whom we love, benefit from our progress. This is a very important
aspect to remember. When we love, we believe in love and we
want to make the person or people we love better. Our sacrifices
reach the people who fill our lives, and this too, should motivate
us to do better and better.

So take care of your practice, because it is like taking care
of the people we love. Learn to practice and release the love within
you, and then your whole environment will be fragrant from within
your heart.

Please make your life an example for those close to you and
everyone you meet. Let us help Kami Sama transform this world of
ours. Let us strive to live the Tenchi Kakitsuke and spread our
message with the smiles of those who have found their way to live
their lives.

Please don’t give merit to me for our church in Italy, for it
was Kami Sama who wanted it. | haven’t the merit, but | thank you
for your affection.

Thank you for your attention.
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